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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shioda et al (US 2001/0055062 Al) . 

Shioda et al discloses multidirectional simultaneous 
observation optical system (Fig. 1) having at least one of one, 
two or more side face imaging prism systems (11a, lib, 12a, 12b) 
for obtaining side face images of one, two or more side faces of 
an object to be inspected and a bottom face (see 7) imaging 
prism system for obtaining a bottom face image, the optical 
system being characterized in that each of the side face 
imaging prism systems has an optical path direction changing 
prism or an optical path direction changing prism function; the 
prism systems are provided by the side of an open space (see 
prisms are enclosed in case 16 with open space) for obtaining an 
image of the top face of the object to be inspected so that the 
open space is secured right above the object to be inspected, 
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and so that an object mount space portion is secured (7 is 
secured) ; and the prism systems are placed so that the optical 
paths for light exiting the prism systems extend upward above 
the object to be inspected, or along the same direction in 
parallel with each other, and so that the optical path is not 
obstructed (see the orientations of the prisms with object), the 
side face imaging prism systems and the bottom face imaging 
prism system is provided with an optical path length correcting 
prism or an optical path length correcting prism function above 
the optical path direction changing prism or the optical path 
direction changing prism function, the optical path length 
correcting prism or the optical path length correcting prism 
function being provided for the purpose of equalizing the 
working distance of the faces of the object to be inspected 
other than the top face of the same to the working distance of 
the top face (see prisms 11a, lib, 12a, 12b) , characterized in 

o o 

that a 45 mirror prism or a prism having a 45 mirror prism 
function (see 12a, 12b) is used as the optical path direction 
changing prism or the optical path direction changing prism 
function in the side face imaging prism system, and a 
trapezoidal prism or a triangular prism capable of changing the 
direction two times or a prism having the corresponding function 
is used as the optical path direction changing prism or the 
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optical path direction changing prism function in the bottom 
face imaging prism system, further including a lens facing along 
the optical output direction of the side face imaging prism 
system (see the lenses shown in figure 1) . 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to EUNCHA P. 
CHERRY whose telephone number is 571-272-2310. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00, alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can 
be reached on 571-272-2434. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/EUNCHA P. CHERRY/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2872 

7/6/09 



